
THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND
The University of  Maryland, College Park is the flagship institution of  
the University System of  Maryland (USM).  As the comprehensive public 
research university for the State of  Maryland and the original 1862 
land grant institution in Maryland, the University of  Maryland has the 
responsibility within the USM for serving as the State’s primary center 
for graduate study and research, advancing knowledge through research, 
providing high-quality undergraduate instruction across a broad spectrum of  
academic disciplines, and extending service to all regions of  the state.

CIDCM

The Center for International Development and Conflict Management 
is a research and training institute within the College of  Behavioral and 
Social Sciences, studying the most pressing problems of  our time—namely, 
peace and development.  The staff  of  CIDCM, composed of  university 
faculty, visiting scholars, and graduate researchers, study international and 
intercommunal conflicts in Asia, Latin America, Africa, Europe, and the 
Middle East, and explore ways to resolve conflict in the world today.  The 
Center has acquired a unique specialty in applied conflict resolution, bringing 
together representatives of  conflicting parties to engage in face-to-face 
discussions on ways to move from war to peace.

THE BAHÁ’Í CHAIR FOR WORLD PEACE

The mission of  the Bahá’í Chair for World Peace is to develop alternatives 
to the violent resolution of  conflict through conflict management, global 
education, international development, spiritual awareness, and world 
trade; to share the experience of  the Bahá’í world community in building 
a global society; and to offer the community as a model for study.  To 
this end the Chair engages in a wide range of  activities.  It conducts and 
publishes research, designs and teaches courses, and organizes seminars and 
international conferences.  All its undertakings are intended to promote an 
awareness of  the factors that create conflicts within and between nations and 
assist in the search for peaceful solutions to resolve them.  Its work assumes 
that all legitimate forms of  human expression, including literature, poetry, 
music, and art, have a role to play in producing understandings that lead to 
peace.
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OPENING REMARKS & INTRODUCTIONS

Dr. Edward Montgomery
Dean, College of  Behavioral and Social Sciences

Dr. Jonathan Wilkenfeld
Director, Center for International Development and 
Conflict Management

The Honorable Dorothy Nelson
Senior Judge, United States Court of  Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
National Spiritual Assembly of  the Bahá’ís of  the United States

Miss Helina Kassahun
University of  Maryland Alumna
Student, Harvard Medical School

Dr. C. D. Mote, Jr.
President, University of  Maryland

THE BAHÁ’Í CHAIR FOR WORLD PEACE AND 
THE VALUE OF VALUES

A Lecture by 
Chancellor William E. Kirwan

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Dr. Suheil Bushrui
Professor, Bahá’í Chair for World Peace

The Annual Lecture and related events have been sponsored by the 
Muhammad Ali Faizi Memorial Fund.

BIOGRAPHY OF 
CHANCELLOR WILLIAM E. KIRWAN

On August 1, 2002, William English Kirwan became the third chancellor of  
the University System of  Maryland. 

A widely respected academic leader, Dr. Kirwan served as president of  
Ohio State University for four years, and as president of  the University of  
Maryland, College Park for nine years. Prior to his presidency, he was a 
member of  the University of  Maryland faculty for thirty-four years. 

Dr. Kirwan received his bachelor’s degree in mathematics from the 
University of  Kentucky and his master’s and doctoral degrees in mathematics 
from Rutgers, The State University of  New Jersey, in 1962 and 1964. He 
is a member of  several honorary and professional societies, including Phi 
Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, the American Mathematical Society, and the 
Mathematical Association of  America. A prolific scholar, he is co-editor 
of  the book Advances in Complex Analysis and has published many articles on 
mathematical research. 

A national leader in higher education, Dr. Kirwan serves as Chair of  the 
National Association of  State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges’ Board 
of  Directors and is Chair of  the American Council on Education’s Board. He 
is also a member of  the Business-Higher Education Forum. 

Dr. Kirwan was appointed by President Clinton to serve as a member of  the 
National Commission on Mathematics and Science Teaching for the 21st 
Century and chaired the National Research Council’s Commission on the 
Mathematical Sciences in the Year 2000, which produced the report, Moving 
Beyond Myths: Revitalizing Undergraduate Mathematics, National Academy Press 
(1991). He was appointed by President Bush to the Board of  Advisors on 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities. 

The recipient of  many honors, Dr. Kirwan has been elected to the Hall 
of  Distinguished Alumni at both the University of  Kentucky and Rutgers 
University. He also was selected to receive the Rutgers University award 
for Career Achievement on the occasion of  the fiftieth anniversary of  the 
founding of  that university’s graduate school. In 2002, he was elected a 
Fellow of  the American Academy of  Arts and Sciences. In addition, Dr. 
Kirwan received the Maryland Senate’s First Citizen of  Maryland Award in 
1998. 

Dr. Kirwan is married to Patricia Harper Kirwan, also a graduate of  the 
University of  Kentucky and a classmate since seventh grade. They have two 
children, both University of  Maryland alumni: William E. Kirwan III and 
Ann Kirwan Horton; and three grandchildren, Daly Elizabeth, Kyle, and 
Andrew. 
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